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NOTICE is hereby given that the Annual Vestry Meeting of the parish will be held
on Thursday the 12th of April 2018 at 6:00pm in Saint John the Baptist, Nelson.

All lay people whose names are on the Electoral Roll of the Parish are entitled to
speak and vote and are strongly urged to attend.

AGENDA
1. Apologies for Absence.
2. To receive and confirm the minutes of the last Vestry Meeting.
3. The Parish Report
[3.1] The Chairperson’s Report
[3.2] The Parish Accounts and Treasurer’s Report
[3.3] To receive the 2017 Parish Report
4. To receive any reports from the Deanery and Diocesan Conferences and the
Governing Body of the Church in Wales.
5. Elections
[5.1] People’s Parish Warden (1)
[5.2] People’s Sub Warden - St. Matthias (1)
[5.3] People’s Sub Warden - St. John’s (1)
[5.4] People’s Sub Warden - St Mabon’s (1)
[5.5] Parochial Church Councillors (2) (2) (2)
[5.6] Sides-persons
[5.7] Triennial elections as are necessary
6. To appoint an Independent Examiner of the accounts.
7. To consider any other business of which notice has been given to the
Chairperson and to which the meeting consents.
8. The Blessing
The Reverend Gareth Coombes
Priest in Charge | Chairperson of the Vestry Meeting

DRAFT COPY OF THE MINUTES
The Parish of Treharris, Trelewis, Bedlinog and Llanfabon
Easter Vestry Meeting
held on the 25th of April 2017
at Saint Matthias Church, Treharris at 6:00pm
Present:
Father Gareth Coombes
Patreesa Humphreys
Margret Edwards
Margaret Lloyd
Kate and Richard Thomas
Mary Williams
Mary Dare
June and Michael Lewton
Lynfa Ackerman
Fiona Parsons
Len Jones
Alan Hoskins
Alison Francis
Audrey Wiltshire
Caroline Davies
Crissie Stock
Jane Grandon
Marika and Ann Savage-Lewis
1. Apologies:
Received from Vicky Morgan Alison Knight Shirley Drane Lynn Farr and Pauline
Faulkner.
2. Receive and confirm minutes of the last Vestry Meeting:
Meeting held 17th April at St. Johns Church Nelson
Minutes accepted as a true record of the meeting.
Proposed by Alison Francis and seconded by Crissie Stock
Minutes signed by Fr. Gareth Coombes
3. The Parish Report:
3.1

The Chairperson’s Report.
Father Gareth highlighted parts of the report; members either referred to
copies received by Email or physical reports that were available at the
meeting.

Fr Gareth commented that it was a very busy and challenging year, yet also
very rewarding.
The setting up and promotion of an online donation page had brought
significant financial benefit to the parish – especially with regards to
maintenance of churchyards and cemeteries.
Father Gareth also stated that he was overwhelmed by the welcome he
had received not only from members of the three churches, but also by
the communities the parish serves as a whole.
He went on to say he was very pleased to state that St. Mabon’s from
September of last year had regular Sunday worship – allowing this very
special and sacred place to open its doors once again every week. The
church is open daily and continues to be a place of prayer reflection and
contemplation for many.
A number of successful grant applications have enabled the parish to
develop links with the local communities during the lead up to Christmas
with the parish being able to host two Festive Family Fun Day’s in both
parts of the parish in Nelson and Treharris.
The parish has developed our relationship within the “Cluster” where the
parishes of Gelligaer, Ystrad Mynach and Llanbradach have begun to work
together more closely.
Fr Gareth has felt encouraged to move forward together through 2017 as
we strive to build up the kingdom of God in this place.
Fr Gareth concluded by thanking every person who has supported him;
thanking them for their support over the past year.
3.2

Parish Accounts and Treasurer’s Report.
Simon Shaw, Parish Treasurer presented his report.
Simon commented that at the middle of 2016 he was very concerned with
the state of our finances; especially as we were behind with our Parish
Share.
Funds received from the Parish Christmas Draw and other planned
fundraising had addressed this concern.
Simon highlighted it was imperative that we watch our spending, and was
still very concerned at the cost incurred by printing.
Simon requested if congregations could be reminded of the benefits to the
parish regarding the gift-aid scheme.

3.3

Receiving the 2016 Parish Report.
Parish reports received and accepted by members.
Proposed by Audrey Wiltshire and seconded by Lynfa Ackerman.

4. Reports from the Deanery and Diocesan Conferences.
No reports available.
5. Elections:
5.1

Parochial Church Council:
Nominations to serve on the Parochial Church Council were duly elected
as follows in accordance with the decree set up 1st January 2013 that as a
Parish of three churches – two members should be nominated at the
Annual General Meeting for each church:

5.2

St. Mabon’s, Llanfabon

Margaret Edwards
Mary Williams

St. Johns, Nelson

Pauline Faulkner
Simon Shaw

St. Matthias, Treharris

Audrey Wiltshire
Fiona Parsons

Church Wardens:
Fr Gareth announced that Alison Francis had been invited to serve as his
warden, and accepted.
One nomination to serve as Peoples Parish Warden; Lynn Farr appointed.
Sub Wardens:
St. Matthias, Treharris

Vicky Morgan | People’s
Dennis Sullivan | Priest’s

St. Johns, Nelson

Jayne Grandon | People’s
Crissie Stock | Priest’s

6. Independent Examiner of Accounts:
It was assumed that the current arrangement would continue; to be
confirmed the first meeting of the PCC.

7. Any other business:
Any other business should have been given in writing either to the Priest,
the secretary or church-wardens. The business is to be presented to
members and only with permission discussed at this meeting or referred
to the PCC and discussed there.
Ann Savage Lewis requested to speak and would like the meeting to record
that both her and Marika were very impressed and grateful by the very
generous way they had been welcomed into the Parish family, and also for
the enthusiasm and commitment of the parish in supporting the mission
and ministry of Compassion UK.
Michael Lewton also requested to speak and stated how fortunate the
parish is to have Father Gareth Coombes as Parish Priest – this was agreed
unanimously.
8. The Blessing
The Meeting ended with the Grace

INTRODUCTION
The three churches that make up the Parish of Treharris, Trelewis, Bedlinog and
Llanfabon are Saint Matthias, Treharris; St. Mabon, Llanfabon; and Saint John the Baptist,
Nelson which are in the Archdeaconry of Morganwwg, in the Deanery of Caerphilly
and Merthyr Tydfil, in the Diocese of Llandaff in the Church in Wales.
Priest in Charge:

Father Gareth Coombes

Independent Examiner:

Gary Meredith, IPFA

Bank:

Barclays Bank

Architect:

Hook Mason Ltd.

The Parish of Treharris, Trelewis, Bedlinog and Llanfabon is part of the Diocese of
Llandaff within the Church in Wales. The Church in Wales is a province withing the
Anglican Communion and, as such, exists to advance the Christian religion through
world-wide mission. The object of the Parochial Church Council, hereafter the PCC
is to ensure that the life and work of the Church within the parish helps to fulfil that
mission, both locally and more widely.
The PCC is not a body corporate. Its composition, procedures and powers are
regulated by the Constitution of the Church in Wales, as amended from time to time
by its Governing Body, set up in section 13(1) of the Welsh Church Act 1914. Elections
are held at the Annual Vestry Meeting which must take place on or before the 30th of
April. All persons whose names are entered on the Electoral Roll are entitled to vote
and to stand for election, age restrictions apply. Before assuming office, every member
of the Council must sign a declaration that he or she will be bound by the Constitution.
The Representative Body of the Church in Wales holds the land and property of the
Church in Wales, including the churches of St. Matthias, St. John the Baptist and St.
Mabon’s their contents and churchyards. The Representative Body is an Exempt
Charity and was set up under sections 13(2) of the Welsh Church Act 1914. It acts
on behalf of the Province in paying the Stipends of full-time clergy; and administers the
Church in Wales’ Gift Aid scheme and recovers tax on behalf of parishes.
The PCC is responsible, inter alia, for promoting the mission of the Church, the
parochial budget and all expenditure thereunder, the care and maintenance of the
church fabric and of the churchyards, and for action on any other matter referred to
it in accordance with the Constitution. The Council is also the normal channel of
communication between the parishioners and the Bishop of the Diocese.

MEMBERSHIP
During the year the following served as members of the Parochial Church Council:
Parish Priest and Chairperson:
Parish Reader:

Rev’d. Fr. Gareth Coombes
Dr. Fiona Parsons (from 3rd December 2017)

Priest’s Warden:
People’s Warden:

Mrs. Alison Francis
Mrs. Lynne Farr

Sub Wardens:

Mrs. Vicky Morgan
Mr. Dennis Sullivan
Mrs. Crissie Stock
Mrs. Jane Grandon

Treasurer:

Mr. Simon Shaw

Secretary to the PCC:

Mrs. Audrey Wiltshire

Vicar’s Secretary:

Mrs. Patreesa Humphreys

PCC Members:

Dr. Fiona Parsons
Mrs. Audrey Wiltshire
Mr. Simon Shaw
Mrs. Pauline Faulkner
Mrs. Margaret Edwards
Mrs. Mary Williams

CHURCH ATTENDANCE
There were 113 parishioners on the Electoral Roll at the end of 2017.
The number of communicants at Easter 2017 was 107.
The number of communicants at Christmas 2017 was 108.
The average Sunday attendance figures for 2017:
41 at St. Matthias, Treharris
23 at St. John the Baptist, Nelson
10 at St. Mabon, Llanfabon
During 2017 the following liturgies have been offered by the parish:
Holy Baptism 8
Confirmations NA
Holy Matrimony 5
Marriage Blessing 1
Christian Funeral 63

THE PARISH PRIEST’S REPORT
I’m sure you’ll agree that 2017 has been another busy year for the Parish of Treharris,
Trelewis, Bedlinog & Llanfabon.
As we take this opportunity to look back over the last year, we can recognise again
many opportunities and events that have continued to shape and build the parish as we
reach out into the communities of which we are a part. All of this is only achieved by
working together as we continue in that mission of building the kingdom of God
amongst us.
Sharing with you the everyday challenges, opportunities and privileges of being in parish
ministry, there are yet again various occasions and events that should be highlighted.
2017 has seen the ‘Restore, Repair & Refurb Project’ at St. John’s which has been in
the planning stage for a number of years move to the next stage. This significant
achievement was to receive the ‘Faculty of Works’, which is a huge step forward.
Although, further effort remains to secure the necessary grant-funding to enable works
to begin hopefully sometime early in 2019.
Another highlight has been to secure a number of smaller grants to make some longoverdue improvements to the kitchen and toilet facilities at St John’s Church Hall.
Although the future of the Church Hall remains uncertain, these improvements will
make a huge difference to those who continue to use the hall; reflecting our
commitment to serve the communities of Nelson and Llanfabon in a very real and
practical way, and building upon what had already been done in 2016.
Each of the churches serves a distinct community, yet benefits from being a parish as
we share with one another our gifts and our talents. It becomes a challenge when new
and exciting opportunities to be the Church are met with negativity, a lack of
enthusiasm or even disapproval.
That said, we must continue to be enthused and energised by many from each church
family and the wider communities of which we are a part. It is certain that the Church
is seen to have a place in today’s often broken, divided and hurting world.
Each entry in the ‘visitor book’ at St Mabon’s reflects just a few of these very special
occasions and moments that the Church has had the privilege of sharing. During 2017
a significant number have visited, experiencing for themselves the sacredness, beauty
and peace that is St Mabon’s. This very precious gem that has been entrusted to us as
a parish silently touches the hearts of those who push the door that continues to be
open, accessible and available on a daily basis.
2017 saw a significant number of pastoral enquiries; liturgies for holy baptism and
welcoming, requests for Christian funerals in church, private chapels and crematoria,
as well as providing care and support to the bereaved at such a difficult time. The
ministry to the sick at home, in hospital, care and nursing homes is shared with those
who are called to this particular ministry; supporting the parish priest and licensed by
the Bishop for this distinct ministry.

A further highlight was to welcome Bishop June’s agreement to renew Dr. Fiona
Parson’s license as Reader in the parish. I thank Fiona for her willingness in offering to
serve the parish again in this very distinct ministry of the Church, and for this we should
be grateful of her continuing ministry amongst us.
There have been a number of liturgies offered for marriage, the renewal of marriage
vows and marriage blessing. Sharing in times of both joy and sorrow, the Church has
had the privilege of walking alongside individuals and families in the darkest and happiest
of times, which has come to mean so much.
2017 has again seen various opportunities to develop and strengthen our links in the
various communities in the parish; nursery, infant, junior and primary schools, clubs
and associations, other churches and chapels within the parish and further afield in the
deanery cluster.
Another full programme of social events, fundraisers and special services has continued
to be a means by which the life of the Church can be lived out; requiring so much time,
preparation and effort by various individuals of which we must be thankful.
The ministry that we share together is a calling that requires commitment, strength
and determination. May our willingness, positivity and support continue to build one
another up in this ministry to which each of us has been called, as we strive to build
the Kingdom of God in our time.
Friends, as we look back to 2017, yet look ahead and move forward through 2018 we
must be prepared to adapt and change, not only to the world around us, but to the
communities of which we are to be a part. May our hopes and prayers unite as we
listen, discern and respond to everything that God calls us to do with a real sense of
joy, excitement and privilege in our hearts.
May I take this opportunity to thank each and every person who has supported the life,
mission and ministry of this parish throughout 2017, as we continue to serve the
communities of Treharris, Trelewis, Bedlinog & Llanfabon together.
Only together can we make a real difference. +
Rev’d. Fr. Gareth J. Coombes
Parish Priest | Priest in Charge
The Parish of Treharris Trelewis Bedlinog & Llanfabon
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INDEPENDENT EXAMINER’S REPORT

DEANERY CONFERNCE REPORT
No report available

DIOCESAN CONFERENCE REPORT
I wasn't expecting to attend The Diocesan Conference, so when the opportunity arose
I was very pleased to step in to see and listen to our new Bishop, June.
In her address to the conference Bishop June explained that her first love was Sociology
and one of her first tasks was to acquire a large map of the diocese which is now in
her office so that she can understand the diverse socio-economic areas that make up
The Diocese of Llandaff not just the physical boundaries. She referred throughout to
different aspects of map making and geography relating these to where we have come
from in the 19th Century to where we are now and where she hopes we will make
changes in the future. There will be discussions when she visits all the deaneries so that
we might draw a common map of the diocese to agree who we are and to be clear in
our self-identity to identify our priorities and deliver them successfully. Each church,
parish and deanery will be different but with s common purpose.
To quote her directly she said,” I'm passionate about what the local does and you could
easily coax me into saying that the church's mission is always local, always contextual,
at its very best when it recognises the way of Christ in the shared life of the community,
responding to memory and joy, to tragedy or sorrow, being of the people.”
In our groups we discussed what we thought about our deaneries; what makes them
unique; words describing our deaneries; what our deanery offers to the diocese and
what we are doing well at the moment and what we hope for in the future. The results
of these discussions will help to give Bishop June a point of information from which to
begin.
The map has and is changing and there are spheres of unfamiliarity one of the main
ones at the moment is that Llandaff has a female bishop. She referred to that fact once
and will not do so again as she is thinks of herself as a bishop not a woman bishop. It
was acknowledged that some will find this redrawing of the map creates uncertainty
and these issues need to be addressed and it Bishop June's desire to 'find a pathway so
that every parish feels known and valued by their bishop. It was however a little
disappointing to notice some individuals leaving before the bishop celebrated the
Eucharist which brought the day to a close.
Alison Francis | Observer

GOVERNING BODY REPORT
No report available

THE CHURCHWARDENS’ REPORT
2017 has been another very busy year for the Parish of Treharris Trelewis Bedlinog
and Llanfabon. During the second year of Fr. Gareth's incumbency we have been
building on the blocks that were already there, as well as putting new blocks in place.
The parish is thriving under his leadership and his energy is infectious.
Ann-savage Lewis has a real passion for the ministry and mission of Compassion UK,
and we have been glad to support her work for her favourite charity first with a parish
breakfast followed by monthly coffee mornings held alternately in St. John's and St.
Matthias. Ann herself contributed to our funds by being sponsored for dying her hair
blue. A tattoo has been mentioned for this year!
Caerphilly Male Voice Choir gave us a concert and Connie Francis, a local young
musician, with friends and family performing, raised money for the charity, 'Ask'. These
concerts were very enjoyable and well performed, but sometimes lack the support of
the local and the church community.
There has been good support for the Mothers' Union in raising funds for ‘Away from
it all’ caravan offered by the Llandaff Mothers’ Union and sited in Porthcawl. Families
in need can apply through local branches to use the caravan for a week's well-earned
rest, re-couperation or just a holiday.
The parish continues to give generously to the Merthyr-Cynon Food Bank, and we
supported this as members of the local community came together with us to donate
many harvest gifts to the food-bank and Cleide, Project Manager joined us at the parish
Harvest Praise service and spoke to us as to why this work is so important in this age
of austerity. Following this success the Mothers’ Union, and the local community
volunteers collected and packed gifts for the local Women's Refuge and for a local
rough-sleepers project. Thank you to everybody from around the parish and the local
community who donated, packed gifts and gave up their time to make this such a
success.
The parish is engaging more and more with the local communities of which the Church
is a part in many different ways, and we realise that this is an important part of the life
and mission of the Church.
The parish hosted two Festive Family Fun Days; building upon last year, and they were
both a great success, enjoyed by young and old alike. A new step was taken when we
introduced the Parish Summer Prize Draw which took place at the Parish Summer
Dance held in Nelson Ruby Club. We must thank the committee of the Nelson RFC,
for allowing us to use their facilities and our guest artiste. The event was a 'sell out'
and we hope to do the same at Bedlinog RFC in 2018; it was a great evening.
All the usual services have continued as they should, with some new services
introduced. Last year the annual ‘In Loving Memory’ service was hosted by St. Matthias.
There was a service at dawn at 6 am on Easter Day, which was well attended. This
year will see Bishop June join us at dawn at St Mabon’s.

The Parish Breakfast following this special service was good too. Some services
throughout the year, for example at Harvest and Christmas have been united parish
services hosted in each of the three churches around the parish. Cluster services do
not seem to be so well attended and have an opportunity to be developed further.
Since November 2017 we have launched the St John’s Community Food Co-operative,
which is held on a Thursday in St. John's Church Hall, Nelson. The hall is most suitable
for access for suppliers etc. This project supported by the diocese mission fund is
proving very popular, especially in relation to the church reaching out responding to
the social needs of the community; more if this later.
We would like to conclude with a very big thank you to everyone from the parish who
work tirelessly to make each of the three churches as welcoming as they are; those
who are always there to offer help and support no matter what the job entails, and
those who donate time, effort and expertise whenever it is needed. The parish thrives
with a good team, and let’s keep building on this success and carry it into the future.
Alison Francis | Priest’s Warden
Lynne Farr | People’s Warden

TREHARRIS MOTHERS UNION
The year began with our AGM in early February and the officers were re-elected for
another year – Vicky Morgan, Branch Leader, Audrey Wiltshire, Secretary and Shirley
Drane, Treasurer. Our membership had decreased to 10 as our indoor member Mrs
Jean Hunt was now residing in a nursing home. Sadly in May she peacefully passed away
surrounded by her family. Jean had been a loyal member of our congregation for over
50 years and had served as churchwarden on several occasions as well as being a faithful
member of our MU branch. She was also a dedicated committee member of the local
Macmillan cancer charity. Before moving to the nursing home, her health had
deteriorated and she was unable to attend our fortnightly meetings in the church hall
so we took our meetings to her house on a regular basis. She will be sadly missed by
all who knew her.
In March some of our members travelled to Llandaff Cathedral for the Diocesan Quiet
day which was led by Fr Graham Francis – a day of reflection and prayer. In April we
decided to dedicate one meeting for Lenten Deeds and cleaned all the church brass
items before Easter Day.
In May the Deanery Festival was held at Christchurch, Pant. This was led by Rev
Caroline Owen and the service this year focused on women named in the Bible.
Afterwards we all enjoyed a lovely buffet prepared by their branch members.
Unfortunately the festival wasn’t as well attended as usual because it was held in the
afternoon, something that was noted for future events. Also in May some members
attended a short service of prayer at St Mabon which was hosted by Llanfabon MU.
Afterwards we joined in fellowship at the Llanfabon Inn for an evening meal.

In early June we were invited to St John’s Church as Llanfabon MU held a Strawberry
Tea & Dutch Auction. We raised over £100 towards the AFIA caravan in Porthcawl.
Also in June we invited Canon Robert Donkin to our branch meeting to give a
fascinating talk/ slide show on the Anglican community in Southern Spain and his
chaplaincy there where he lives for part of the year. We were joined by some members
of Llanfabon MU who enjoyed it so much that they invited him to do the same talk for
their members later in the year.
In July together with Llanfabon MU we organised a summer trip to Gloucester stopping
at the Labels outlet on the way.
At the end of September a deanery meal was arranged for branch officers at the
Llanfabon Inn – a chance to meet with other branch leaders
In October Audrey & I attended the Diocesan General Meeting at Jury’s Hotel Cardiff.
The first time a general meeting was open to all members. It was very well attended
and Bishop June, a MU member, gave a welcome address. We were able to pick up lots
of information and some useful literature.
Our Christmas appeal this year was to support the Merthyr Foodbank and the
homeless people of our community. We collected toiletries. Sweets, chocolates, hats,
gloves and scarves as well as baby clothes & toys. These were then put in Christmas
bags, boxes or stockings and taken to the local collection centres by the end of
November.
During the year, we as a branch, helped provide refreshments for parish events such
as Coffee4Compassion, Walsingham Cell, Community Christmas Lights & Carols and
some of us also helped with Messy Church. At baptisms and weddings there is always
a MU member in attendance. We also supported the Festive Fun Day at the beginning
of December with a gift bag stall and ‘Name the Dragon’ (kindly donated by Philip &
Margaret Williams formerly of Edwardsville and Nelson but now living near Norwich)
Finally in December we went to the Tommy Box Carvery at the Navl Treharris for a
well-earned Christmas meal. Fr Gareth and his son Tom joined us for an enjoyable
evening.
Vicky Morgan | Branch Leader

LLANFABON MOTHERS UNION

The annual general meeting took place on Monday 5th February. Thirteen members
attended. Total membership is now 28 including one indoor member. Two new
members attended the meeting. At the meeting the Secretary’s report was presented
as was the Treasurers Report and both were accepted by the members present. The
officers, Branch Leader, Treasurer and Secretary were re-elected. The programme for
2017 was presented to the meeting.

February 20th, We had a corporate communion led by Fr Gareth and this was followed
by Susan Carlick speaking about the charity “Mind” It was a lively and interesting
evening addressing the subject of Mental Health which is an issue that affects so many
in our society today.
March 2017: Rev’d Chris and Rev’d Bev Reaney came along to talk about the work of
the US in Bangladesh. Again we had an informative and enjoyable evening with slides
and stories of the efforts of the Christian church in Bangladesh to provide education,
water and hope to the people of the street community. Bev showed us materials used
in the making of saris and craft products being produced to help women to gain
economic power. It showed us we must keep the work of the church in Bangladesh in
our hearts and in our prayers.
Jennifer George a retired English teacher gave us a talk on The Brontes. It was of the
highest standard and all of us were totally involved in the story of this amazing family.
She brought to life the village of Howarth and the surrounding moors and deftly drew
the characters of the four Bronte siblings. It was riveting and thoroughly enjoyed by
all our members. Hopefully we can do it all again in the future.
Also during March on the second Sunday of lent the Mothers’ Union took part in the
Sunday service at St John’s. Prayers were read by Dr Fiona Parsons and mothers’ union
members, they were taken from our” Power of Prayer” booklet produced in a prayer
workshop led by Fiona. Mothers’ union members also read the lessons, were servers
and carried out other duties during the service. Maybe we can make this an annual
event?
April 2017: Mothers’ Union initiated a programme to highlight the issues of Gender
violence. We were unable to use the programme in Nov/Dec due to our Christmas
programme. However we decided to use the MU materials to use prayer, information
and discussion to highlight the issues of Gender Violence. As part of the programme
we made contact with our nearby Women’s Refuge and donated toiletries for the
ladies. Fr Gareth knew of our intentions and asked parishioners to help. There was a
generous response and two baskets of toiletries were collected that evening by a
member of staff from the Women’s Refuge. Alison our Church Warden and Jane our
Sub Warden intend to organise a coffee morning, pamper session and children craft
table in the future. We hope to continue our contact with Women’s Aid our discussion
highlighted the worldwide issues of women who face violence solely based on their
gender. We tried to fulfil our current aim “Faith in Action” and our donations and
compassion bore witness to this.
The Bedwas Writers Circle was represented by their chairperson Dinella Shelton and
Susan Meyrick who is also a member of the writers group. We had a little background
on the writers circle and readings from their work. Susan had been brought up in
Nelson and she met her old friends. Some of her readings evoked memories from her
childhood in the village. They brought along a book they had just published and £1 for
each book was donated to Ty Hafan. It was a thoroughly enjoyable evening and great
to see the homegrown talent in the village.

April also saw Donna successfully run the London Marathon raising a large amount of
sponsorship, our prayers went with her that Sunday morning and she received many
congratulations on her return!!!
May 2017: Three members attended the Deanery Festival at Dowlais and Pant. It was
a lovely afternoon service followed by a tea in the church hall. That evening we were
joined by St Matthias MU for prayers at St Mabon’s followed by a fellowship meal at
the Llanfabon Inn. The prayers were led by Lynne and we remembered our recently
departed member Audrey Carlick who we miss so much, there was a delay with our
meal but I think we all made the best of it and as usual it was an opportunity to celebrate
our strong bonds and friendship.
Members enjoyed an evening of fellowship with a Quiz provided by Sadie. It was a lot
of fun but challenging-no one had full marks but Gilda had the highest score and Alison
was the runner up. Always a popular evening it went really well.
June 2017: In June we held our Dutch Auction/strawberry tea and were joined by St
Matthias MU. Judy our Deanery President also attended. It was the usual fun evening
and everyone had a thoroughly good time. We raised £160 for the new caravan which
was a great effort.
We changed our programme in order to join Fr Gareth and the Caerphilly Male Voice
choir in the St John’s church. It was a lovely summer concert with Pimms on the lawn
and MU members were in full attendance.
The following evening seven Llanfabon MU members attended a skittles evening at
Gilfach. It was great fun as usual, we did not win the skittles this year but Jane won the
first prize in the raffle!!
July 2017: At the beginning of July we held a flower arranging evening that was arranged
by Marjorie Davies. We had a very good turnout for this popular evening and the
Victorian posy arrangements were a delight – many appearing on Face Book over the
next few days. I think we are making this an annual event!!
We finished this section of our programme with a corporate communion and the
enrolment of four new members and the return of a valued member. This was followed
by a buffet and this provided an enjoyable end to the evening.
There were no meetings in August.
September 2017: Our speaker for the evening was Fr Robert Donkin giving a talk and
slide show about his Chaplaincy in Spain. This was a great evening and Val, Fr Robert’s
wife accompanied him. His talk and slide show took us to the festivals and traditions of
Christian worship in Spain.
One evening saw the return of Ann Butler, one of our mothers’ union speakers. This
time her workshop was based on Gay and Lesbian issues within a parish. There was a
wide ranging discussion based on her work shop scenarios of parish life and our
Christian responses. It went extremely well and we were sad to learn that after many
years Ann will retire as a MU speaker. We wish her well.

Ann brought two friends with her, one of which, Dorcas Munkley was a Nelson girl
and it was good to reconnect with her.
October 2017: Alison hosted the evening with Keep Fit and Wellbeing. This was good
fun with a great atmosphere as we all joined in the exercises. We also had a very
interesting talk on diet and healthy eating. Everyone agreed we must do this again in
2018!!!
The Cheese and wine evening went really well. All the food was donated by our very
valued member Marretta. We all showed Maretta our appreciation and Sadie provided
a table quiz to add to an evening full of friendship and camaraderie.
November 2017: Avon Party Plan: an enjoyable evening supplied by Elaine from Avon.
Her daughter Caroline gave a great makeover to Christine with a beautiful result!!
Everyone enjoyed the coffee and cakes.
An informal meeting where we looked at, and agreed next year’s programme. Alison
updated us on the restoration programme at St John’s. We collected our Christmas
donations for the Women’s Aid centre in church for Fr Gareth to bless and reminded
everyone about Christmas gifts for the Food-bank. We had an amazing and generous
response.
December 2017: We held our mince pies evening and the Hundred Club Draw. We
did manage to meet, despite the snow, and the staff from the Women’s Aid centre
were able to join us for coffee and mince pies and took your generous gifts away with
them. We hoped it helped them have a happy Christmas day. We were not able to
hold the Hundred Club draw because of the weather but Wynne completed it on the
following Sunday
We ended our year with our Christmas meal at the Llanfabon Inn. The evening was full
of friendship and hospitality. Lynne ran the raffle as usual and we all showed our
appreciation to Lynne as our Branch Leader with a bouquet of flowers Lynne has led
us through a successful year once again. We have gained new members, had quite a
few articles published both on line and in “In Touch” magazine, and Donna completed
the London Marathon to our great delight.
We have given generously to MU charities and other organisations who support family
life, and many members have supported Fr Gareth and the Parish by helping with the
Compassion coffee mornings, Fun Days, Fruit and Veg co-operatives and by attending
concerts, Harvest Praise, Carole Concerts etc. All this is all a reflection of a strong
membership, good attendance, friendship and support that are the characteristics of
Llanfabon MU.
We look forward to 2018 and our new programme. Well done everyone!
Mildred Hughes | Branch Secretary

SAINT MATTHIAS CHURCH CHOIR
The choir continues to be a valued part of the Church that meets at Saint Matthias.
We are very privileged to have a choir, unlike many churches. The dedicated group of
16 ladies regularly assist with the liturgical aspects of worship and other services.
Occasional anthems have been enjoyed at various times throughout the year, and the
choir continues to be part of both wedding and funeral services upon request.
We are extremely privileged to have the professional services of Martin Davies, our
organist who plays every Sunday and for weddings, travelling from Penarth.
I would like to take this opportunity to personally thank Martin and all the members of
the choir for their support and dedication to the life of the Church.
Patreesa Humphreys | Choir Mistress

GIFT-AID
There has been a significant increase in the number of parishioners who have decided
to make their contribution using the ‘gift-aid’ donations scheme and paying by Direct
Debit. The number of us using Direct Debit has risen from 12 to 25 at this time and I
would take this opportunity of commending the scheme to all. Please remember that
you do not have to pay income tax to gift-aid by Direct Debit but the scheme has the
very great advantage of giving the parish a guaranteed monthly income and is entirely
confidential.
We have also seen some changes to the ways that you can make your donations this
year and I am very grateful for Father Gareth’s excellent explanations and your patience
in making these changes; thank you all very much because it has made my task much
more efficient and indeed has increased our regular revenue for the parish.
Richard Thomas | Gift Aid Secretary

MERTHYR-CYNON FOOD BANK
The Parish continued with our links to the Merthyr-Cynon Food Bank throughout
2017.
Each week our box at St Matthias and our basket at St John’s have been filled with the
parishioners generous gifts. Certainly, those families that need our support have been
held in our hearts and our prayers.
Members of the PCC deliver our items to the Trussell Trust Food Bank at Gurnos
Merthyr, and as a parish, Fr Gareth and all of us have nurtured good working links with
Cleide Correia (Merthyr-Cynon Foodbank, Project Manager)
A very special event in our Parish year for 2017 was our Harvest Praise celebration
evening. It was held on Monday Oct 2nd 2017 the day after our Harvest Sunday where
all our donations were to be given to the Merthyr and Cynon Food Bank.

The evening began with a Parish service in St John’s where Cleide gave a talk on the
contribution of the food bank in supporting our local communities. She gave a visual
presentation showing how much we had given as a Parish and how many families and
individuals it had helped. It was an inspiring evening and readings from Isaiah and St
Matthews Gospel helped focus our attention on the christian message of giving and
prayer.
The service was followed by our Harvest Praise Fellowship Meal where we all enjoyed
Fr Gareth’s Soup and great desserts prepared by Llanfabon MU. Cleide and her
colleague left with a generous donation of items for the Food Bank.
Leading up to Christmas both churches in the Parish gave a large amount of festive gifts
to help families have as happy a Christmas as possible In her latest email to us Cleide
tells us that 2017 we have helped donate 738.75 kg of food that will feed 3043 adults
and 1851 children making a total of 4894 people in crisis last year.
We will continue in our mission led by Fr Gareth and aided by all church members to
continue our support for the Food Bank.
To close this report we can do no better than take to heart these words from Cleide
taken from her latest e mail as we look to continue God’s work in 2018
“This year (2018) we will count on you more than ever to keep our doors open for
our local people in crisis. Many thanks for your ongoing support”

CHURCHYARD & CEMETERY MAINTAINENCE
The parish has the responsibility of maintaining the old St. Cynon’s Churchyard, St.
Mabon’s Churchyard and part of Llanfabon Cemetery; all of which continue to hold a
special place in the heart of many of the communities we serve.
The challenge of the parish being able to maintain these very special places has been
met with the generosity of members of the congregations, those from the wider
community and further afield who continue to have a connection.
The use of social media, and an online donation process hosted by BTmydonte; a noncommissioned method of processing donations online has been vital to support the
2017 programme of maintenance.
The parish, once again acknowledges the generosity of those who have donated
throughout 2017; which has allowed us to maintain these important and significant
places with respect throughout the year.
The parish also acknowledges those who have carried out this work on behalf of the
PCC at the graveyards at both St Cynon’s and St. Mabon’s; together with the cemetery
at Llanfabon during 2017.

MESSY CHURCH
The parish has continued to work with parishes from around the cluster. Messy Church
is held monthly on a Saturday afternoon and rotates around the cluster with each parish
hosting the monthly sessions.
A small group of volunteers from around the parish supported one another to host
sessions at St Matthias Church Hall providing crafts and activities on a particular theme
or season.
We are looking forward to include Nelson as part of Messy Church in 2018.

COMPASSION UK
As an Advocate for Compassion UK, I have been humbled by the huge generosity of
the people of this Parish in their support for children living in dire poverty, both
through sponsorship of individual children and through fundraising for the New
Jerusalem Child Survival Project, in Delmas, Haiti.
Haiti is one of the world’s poorest countries and without the love and commitment of
organisations like Compassion, few children would have an education, medical care or
enough to eat.
New Jerusalem, like all Compassion Projects, is run by the local church and provides
advice, care and practical support to mothers and babies through from pregnancy until
the child is 3 years old. It is similar to the Welsh Government’s “Flying Start”
programme, but has no “official” funding or backing!
The Coffee4Compassion mornings at St Matthias and St John’s every month
throughout 2017, were both fun and successful and although we are not doing them
regularly in 2018, there will be an occasional Parish Breakfast/ Coffee Morning through
the year.
There are other events in the pipeline too – watch out for more news! Can we match
2017 this year?
Thanks to your generosity, we raised a total of £3,123.55 during 2017. This will have
been a HUGE help to our partners at New Jerusalem.
Diolch yn fawr – many thanks once again for your loving support - I am proud to be
part of such a caring, loving and generous Parish. God bless you all.
If anyone would like more information about Sponsorship or about our partner project,
the New Jerusalem Child Survival Project – or anything else to do with Compassion I
will be happy to chat to you.
Together we can change the world – one child at a time.
Ann Savage-Lewis | Parish Compassion Advocate

ST JOHN’S COMMUNITY FOOD CO-OP
In the Bishop’s address at the Diocesan Conference Bishop June said, ”I’m passionate
about what the local church does.......... the Church's mission is always local, always
contextual, at its very best when it recognises the way of Christ in the shared life of
the community, responding to memory and joy, to tragedy or sorrow, being of the
people.”
Some in the parish feel the same, especially as Fr Gareth has reminded us of the need
to forge greater links between the church and the whole community. The church is
not there solely for its members or weddings, funeral and baptisms. If it was it would
surely die.
Many have shared their views about pews being removed, or that the church no longer
looks as it did many years ago around the time they once attended Sunday School.
Assuming that the Church will always be there is unrealistic in today’s modern world;
people attend less regularly, find it difficult to relate or engage and therefore become
out of touch with current issues, challenges and circumstances.
We are now in the 21st century, and whereas in the past people regularly attended and
took part in whatever was happening; this is no longer the case for many different
reasons. If we are to build upon and strengthen existing links with the community we
must explore and try new and different ways to highlight what the Church in this place
is called to be.
In November 2017, the parish received a grant of £600 from the Diocesan Mission
Fund; supporting the concept and purpose of a new Community Food Co-operative.
These welcome funds have helped provide everything necessary to establish and run
what has become the St John’s Community Food Co-operative.
The project has welcomed volunteers, not only from the church and parish, but also
from the wider local communities. The team of volunteers work well together and
enjoy meeting everyone who come in for a coffee, tea, the delicious soup and cheeses
and biscuits or even just to say hello.
So many people, for all sorts of reasons stop by every week and have become regulars
meeting up, having a chat and enjoying some refreshments – or just want someone to
listen.
The food co-operative is just one way by which we have begun to make stronger links
with the community.
As a result of the food co-op being open and accessible one of the local pubs offered
to help us and raise additional funds for the church refurbishment project; we have also
been able to support families who have felt able to share with us that they are
experiencing a time of crisis, which has meant we have been able of offer help and
support.
To go back to words from Bishop June, we are working to put a context to the work
of the Church in this community; the food co-op is so much more because it welcomes
everyone for whatever reason they find themselves there; no one is ever turned away.

The concept of community food co-operatives was established by the Welsh
Government, helping to promote access to fresh and affordable produce for all.
Community food co-operatives were encouraged to sign up and accept ‘Healthy Start’
vouchers, where those eligible can use their vouchers to purchase produce.
Working together with a recommended local supplier, the co-operative offers seasonal
packs of fruit, vegetables, mixed fruit and veg, mediterranean and stir-fry bags; quality
free-range eggs are also available to order and paid directly to the supplier.
It has been noted that some individuals do not support the concept of the food cooperative; comparing it to that of a business, out to make a profit and therefore,
apparently, competing for trade.
The food co-operative does not compete with anyone; no one is coerced into placing
an order for produce, and making a purchase. Refreshments are offered freely without
price, however if someone wishes to make a donation this supports the planned
refurbishment works that are ongoing at St. John’s.
Both local Co-operative Food Stores have pledged to support the project by donating
any unsold items from the store to the food co-op; as well as providing re-usable
carrier bags for customers to collect their produce.
The food co-operative does not exist for profit; that is not what the Church is or
should ever be about. As we continue to reach out to into the local community we
are able to respond practically to a very real and welcome need as we reflect the
character and person of God to those around us. Surely this is what the Church is
called to be, and what we should always be about.
There are those who continue to speak out calling for the Church to be at the heart
of the community; perhaps St. John’s Community Food Co-op is just one of the ways
that we as a parish are beginning to make this happen.
If God’s Church shines into the heart of the community, who knows what can happen;
however, as that light shines even brighter it may draw others to come and find out
what it means to be part of the Church today, and for that opportunity we should give
thanks to God.
Alison Francis | Community Food Co-op Volunteer

